Lesson Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

Lesson ID: 41283-64109

Title: USE OF HELICOPTERS IN GROUND CONTROL OPERATIONS
Operation/Exercise Name: RESTORE HOPE Observed: 28 Apr 1993

Originator: HMM-263
POC: LTCOL COWAN  Commercial: (919)451-5383 DSN: 4845383

5. (U) OBSERVATION:
The MEU made use of helicopters in crowd
control operations.

6. (U) DISCUSSION:

Several operations in Somalia, such as

cordons and search, and MEDCAPS, required some degree of crowd
control. In addition to the recognized techniques of response

to unruly crowds, a hovering helicopter can also be used.

Any one of the four types of helicopters deployed in MEU (SOC)
units is effective in dispersing a crowd that threatens to

disrupt security or humanitarian missions in Somalia.

7. () LESSON LEARNED:

8. (%) RECOMMENDED ACTION:
The MEU made use of helicopters in crowd
control operations.

6. (U) DISCUSSION: Several operations in Somalia, such as
cordons and search, and MEDCAPS, required some degree of crowd
control. In addition to the recognized techniques of response

to unruly crowds, a hovering helicopter can also be used.

Any one of the four types of helicopters deployed in MEU (SOC)
units is effective in dispersing a crowd that threatens to

disrupt security or humanitarian missions in Somalia.

7. (U) LESSON LEARNED: Helicopters can be used to control
crowds if the on-site commander has no other crowd-control
means available.

8. (U) RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: None.

9.



9. (U) COMMENTS:
None.
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